Cozean Memorial Chapel & Crematory
Farmington, Missouri

JON COZEAN’S CONTRIBUTION TO HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

For many years, the principal owner and President of the funeral home, Jon Cozean, has given back to the community by showcasing the Farmington High School football program. In doing so, Jon has attended every football game both home and away for the past thirty years with his state-of-the-art camera equipment. Jon has been interested in photography all of his life and taking photos is a delightful hobby of his. He goes to great lengths to shoot action moments that seek just the right facial expressions on the faces of the players. Some of these shots are phenominal. Then Jon spends hours sifting through each week’s game photos for posting on our weekly website updates. Having a degree in journalism from Missouri University, Jon has honed the ability to post interesting and clever story lines and website comments with the pictures following the games. The families are always eager to log on to our website and see our comprehensive game coverage. At the end of each season he produces a video depicting the best photos from all the games and sends them to the team players and their families. This program has been more than rewarding for Jon because it has been a very fulfilling aspect of his adult life. The families of these players are highly appreciative as is the community at large. The cost of this program is free to the players and the coaching staff. This project has made Jon an inspiration to many of the players through the years and they often befriend him and stop by the funeral home to visit.

Sometimes decades later they stop by to see him and see if he remembers them from a football season back in the day.

One important benefit of the football photo project is that often times, the players and their families stop by our funeral home to thank us for “all the photos” we took and gave to the players. Unfortunately, almost every year family members of one of the players from years gone by tell us that their loved one has died and they ask “do you have any more copies of the pictures” of, say, “our dear Bobby who was the quarterback of the Knights in 1993?” All of the work that goes into this project is paid off when we see the expressions of happiness on the faces of family members when we are able to give them copies of their loved one who played football for the Knights back in, say, 1982.
Jon’s purpose for this project has not, in any way, been associated with funeral home marketing but it has kept him in the public eye in a positive way and people respect him for what he does. So you might say it has been somewhat of an advantage for the funeral business as well.

Jon is no spring chicken at the age of 84, but come this fall he will be out there on the football field in possible cold and rainy weather shooting those action shots and he will be enjoying every minute of it. Again, the next day he will be drinking coffee and sifting through those pictures late into the night so he can post his article on the website for the players and their families to revel over.
