Oliverie Funeral Home
Manchester, New Jersey

9/11 20th Anniversary Commemoration

Oliverie Funeral Home in memory of the 20th year since 9/11 tragically happened hosted a Remembrance ceremony with a butterfly release at Manchester Town Hall on September 11, 2021. Geraldine Oliverie researched all the victims from Ocean County that perished that day and released a butterfly for each name. The ceremony began with a moment of silence at the time that the first tower fell. All local fire stations and fireman as well as all local First Aid Squads were invited and in attendance. Geraldine made sure to send a personal invitation out to the families whose loved ones were on that list.

Geraldine Oliverie chose to implement this new ceremony this year because she wanted to honor those who lost their lives that day and the families they left behind. Innocent people lost their lives and brave first responders sacrificed everything including their future health, to make sure they saved as many Americans as possible on that day twenty years ago. Nothing will fill the void in these family’s lives but gathering at that ceremony we were able to show them that they will always be remembered as American Heroes and how grateful we are for their sacrifices.

The lovely ceremony opened up with “God Bless America” and the presentation of colors by the Manchester Police Honor Guard. We had the local Pastor, David Rittinger say an invocation followed by the Manchester Mayor, Robert Hudak making a welcome statement. We then had Geraldine Oliverie make the keynote address and had the beautiful choir from the local church sing “America the Beautiful” after. After the choir was finished all the names of the people lost in Ocean County were spoken aloud and a butterfly for each name was released in memory of them. While we watched all the butterfly fly up and away “Amazing Grace” was played. After the closing remarks from the Mayor “Tap” was played. Each person that attended received a mini American flag, a prayer card with a 9/11 poem on it and a 9/11 20th Anniversary commemoration pin.

This ceremony was very touching, and it meant a great deal to our community. Many members of community approached Geraldine thanking her for having a ceremony in honor of their loved one. It meant a great deal that their loved one’s sacrifice was not forgotten. Coming together on the 20th Anniversary we showed that America’s spirit will never be broken. We will always show hope, faith, love and resilience.
