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“Life is a gift, and it offers us the privilege, opportunity, and 
responsibility to give something back by becoming more.” ~ Anthony 
Robbins 
 
THE CONCEPT: ALL AROUND OLD BRIDGE, MONTHLY PUBLICATION TO THE TOWNSHIP 
 
All Around Old Bridge was developed by the staff of Old Bridge Funeral Home to become a resource to 
the community through by utilizing our relationships and involvement in the Township. Too often, the 
local headlines feature sensational headlines, crime stories or police blotters. We felt the need for an 
uplifting publication that featured achievements in our schools, sports activities, heartwarming stories 
about our residents, and provide an opportunity for local businesses to share their stories. Our desire 
was to become a resource to connect our residents and readers to the many great activities and 
achievements of our residents, businesses and elected officials. As funeral directors, we have a direct 
connection to the many families in the town, have a direct connect to our elected government leaders 
and businesses. We also wanted to developed a program that the community would know the funeral 
home was behind but wasn’t connected to our bereavement, grief or educational programs.  Currently 
Old Bridge Township is home to just under 70,000 residents and 1,500 businesses. The Township news 
and information is covered by a local weekly publication that also covers eight other towns, with Old 
Bridge being the largest town only receiving a page or two of content. Individuals looking for 
information would have to search online, call the township or stop in to receive information. We knew 
that Old Bridge needed its “own” paper, and that was our inspiration for the project.  
 
THE DELIVERY 
 
At a local Old Bridge Business Alliance meeting, made up of private industry members that are charged 
with helping the township in innovative ways and bring ideas to the Office of Economic Development, 
our funeral home stepped up and thought that a “publication” should be created, dedicated to the 
township, that was positive and highlighted the township officials, businesses and people that make Old 
Bridge such a great place to work and live. We received support for this idea from everyone in the room 
including the Mayor, Business Administrator, Town Council, other business leaders, and the Economic 
Development Officer. As a business in town, we wanted the publication to be created at no expense to 
tax payers, and thus began planning how to incorporate our ideas through the Mayor’s Office and Office 
of Economic Development. In August of 2016 we put a plan together to begin this venture. The 
backbone of the project was to connect tax payors and our businesses (ratables) to our government 
leaders, and the departments with the town to show how and where our tax dollars are being spent. 
The publication, All Around Old Bridge, “AAOB”, was created, published, and designed by the funeral 
home staff and the first mailing was in October of 2016, to 21,000 homes and businesses within the 
township. We featured in our inaugural edition our local Hospital, Sept 11th ceremonies, free obituraries 
and many local stories and event notices. AAOB features monthly articles from the council minutes, a 
letter from our mayor, business updates from our economic development officer, Library News, Senior 
Center updates, Municipal Authorities and Water Commissioner reports, and many other prominent 
business leaders. Township residents now have a direct publication to read the work done by much of 
the township’s elected and appointment officials.  
 



The printing and delivery services are proud to be provided by union services by hard working residents 
of New Jersey.  
 
THE IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY AND STAFF 
The paper has not cost tax payers in Old Bridge a single cent, and has increased the profile and visibility 
of Old Bridge Township with prospective investors and residents. Before AAOB, unless you were active 
in the township, you would not know who their mayor is, what the council is doing or what projects 
were going on in town. It has been amazing to see not only the reception from the town but from each 
department and leader we work with. The paper has also saved the township in mailing costs and 
printing due to their articles being published in the All Around Old Bridge. The fact that all township 
residents receive the publication has also helped numerous businesses and institutions increase 
awareness of their products and services. Part of the appeal of All Around Old Bridge, is that is a full 
color newspaper, mailed monthly to residents (not thrown in the driveway) and is one of the most 
effective news mediums in the area. Having funded this project through the funeral home, we choose to 
allow the publication to be a place for small businesses to advertise who normally wouldn’t have the 
budget for a township wide publication and to give opportunities to Old Bridge businesses that normally 
would not be in the market place. In less than 10 months the paper has grown from 14 pages to 28 
pages and is mailed to over 26,000 addresses in the township. Reports from local business vendors are 
increased foot traffic in their stores, increased sales and revenue, and local institutions have increased 
attendance in their services and programs. We has also made it a point to engage the students of Old 
Bridge High School to feature their work and articles in the paper. This has helped many of the student 
writers experience real world experience and provided an opportunity for them to have their work 
credited by publication for college entrance applications. Services that have been offered to the 
businesses and community that are at no cost are press releases, obituaries, and charitable event 
promotions.  
 
(Enclosed please see each months publication for your review.) 
 
We have also saved funeral families money by establishing all obituaries are free, a service the local 
paper once had and renounced many years ago. Just recently during a funeral arrangement when the 
topic of an obituary came up the family said, “Can we run it in the new paper here in Old Bridge”, 
needless to say we were overcome with how the publication has reached the community.  
 
The best statistic to come from this entire project has been from the senior center. The senior center 
has a prominent position and article every month that has helped brand them as an active adult 
fellowship. The senior center director and assistant director both attributed a 15% increase in 
attendance from those article and the paper! To know that AAOB has made that type of impact leaves 
all involved speechless.  
 
A documentary was produced about our publication with interviews from our directors, business leaders 
and township officials. To view the video please click the link or go to https://vimeo.com/225555520. 
The video contains interviews of Dr. Theodore Kadela, Principal of St. Ambrose School, Carlo Castronova 
of Guisseppe’s Pizza, Sammy Denri, Owner of Café Luna, Alan Rosencranz, Vice President of the 
Township Council and Stephen Mamakas, Economic Development Director. 
 
Many of the directors and staff have become contributing writers and photographers for the project. 
We also have a member of the staff that is vital to the project by utilizing their first degree is graphic 
design for the layout and publication of the paper.  
 
 

https://vimeo.com/225555520


 
 
IT’S ABOUT OUR TOWN 
 
We truly feel blessed to be part of our community, and as part of a community the responsibility both 
personally and corporately to give back. Watching the impact of this paper on the community, readers, 
residents, business owners, contributors has been rewarding and humbling. In reflection, the greatest 
joy has been to see how infectious a sense of community has become with the staff of the funeral home. 
Community involvement has increased, new relationships and friendship formed with our neighbors, 
and ultimately a renewed sense of community. We named the publication All Around Old Bridge 
because it’s about our town, our community. 
  



 

 



 

 



 


