Twiford Funeral Home, LLC 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina

Twiford Funeral Home, LLC hosted the 20th Anniversary Patriot Day Celebration of Remembrance at the Memorial Chapel location in Elizabeth City, NC on Saturday, September 11, 2021 at 12:00 p.m.. A large contingent of police, firefighters, EMS, along with their vehicles, US Coast Guard personnel and the general public attended to commemorate the day. Many of the attendees had lost loved ones in the 911 attacks, as many volunteers from Elizabeth City and surrounding areas were deployed to New York City to assist in the aftermath of the attacks.

Fliers were placed in every VFW Post, the DAV Post, the US Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer's Association, American Legion Post, Fire and Police Departments, County Sheriff's Office, USCG Base, Elizabeth City, the local Senior Center, the newspaper offices and numerous local churches and businesses. The program began at 12Noon with a welcome from David H. Twiford, Sr FS18, CFSP followed by the Posting of the Colors by the Marine Corps League Honor Guard from Virginia and the Pledge of Allegiance led by SSgt Dan Serik, and an invocation by David H. Twiford, Sr, FS18, CFSP.

The raising of the flag by JJ Twiford and his son John Twiford continued the program, after which Ken Bateman sang "The Star Spangled Banner". Keynote speaker Walter (Kirk) Harris, Special Asst., Office of the Under Secretary of Defense was introduced by Sgt Maj Gene Overstreet, 12th Sgt Major of the USMC. Mr. Harris spoke eloquently about the events of 911, and his personal experiences that day. He also shared with the crowd of well over 200 people details about his visit to the Memorial in Somerset County, PA and played audio recordings of some of the cell phone communications the passengers and crew aboard Flight 93 made to their loved ones shortly before they caused the plane to crash, killing everyone aboard. The recordings were very affecting for the audience, as they heard ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances say "Goodbye" and "I love you" prior to their heroic actions which potentially saved thousands of lives, at the expense of their own. Following his remarks, locally well known band Out 'N the Cold, along with most of the attendees, sang Lee Greenwood's "God Bless the USA".

Special flags were raised and wreaths were laid representing the First Responders/Firefighters (Fire Dept. Chief Chris Carver), Military (US Coast Guard Cmdr. Brook Sherman), Law Enforcement (Pasquotank Co. Sheriff Tommy Wooten), "good Samaritans" (Asst. State Cpt Patriot Guard Riders Roy Hankinson) and all other Personnel/Volunteers (David H. Twiford, Jr. and son Spencer Twiford). Taps and a Rifle Salute were rendered by Clarence Jackson VFW Post 6060, then Out 'N the Cold sang "Standing on Holy Ground" in solemn respect. Many in the audience had tears in their eyes at several points during the program. There was also a special Wreath Laying Ceremony by Crawford, NC VFD Captain Jay Cirillo in honor of those who lost their lives volunteering to help others, in the wake of the horrific events of 911.
Reverend F. Joe Griffith. USAF veteran, Pastor of Rehoboth Baptist Church in Maple, NC and thirty year plus employee of Twiford Funeral Home, made closing comments reflecting on the importance of these remembrances to honor the people who died on and following September 11, 2001 and reminding everyone of how the United States pulled together during that time. He then said the benediction and blessed the food being provided to the attendees and guests.

As this was the 20th Anniversary of 911, Twiford Funeral Home Staff who particirated were given t-shirts made with a small Twiford logo on the front and a large representation of the twin towers, Flight 93, and the Pentagon on the back, as well as a commemorative coin with the same representation. A picture of the coin is included, and the staff was very touched at the special effort Twiford Funeral Home put in to providing these items.
