Weeks' Funeral Home 
Buckley, Washington

Enumclaw is a medium-size rural town that is just one hour or less from all the excitement of the big cities of Seattle and Tacoma. Because of this, Enumclaw prides itself on its small-town attitude and on being a safe, family friendly community.

Each year on Halloween, the local downtown businesses spend a few hours handing out candy to trick-or-treaters along the main street. The street is closed to car traffic so that the families can walk down the actual street. Our funeral home is one block away from the main street and originally did not get many visitors. Years ago we began handing out full-size candy bars as a way to entice families to walk the extra block to our location. The funeral home has even worked its way into the traditions of some of the families. Some now ask us in September what our theme is going to be for the night, while other families have set the funeral home as their meet-up place for the evening. Many families have mentioned to us that the night would not be the same without a stop at the funeral home.

Normally we would open the doors to our building and invite the trick-or-treaters inside to get their candy. As our community began to emerge from COVID lockdowns we wanted to change things up in order to facilitate some social distancing. We decided that the crowded doorway and lobby inside would not accomplish a feeling of safety to all. After much brainstorming, we came up with a creative way to have the event completely outside with space between us and our guests – we brought in a boat!

Yes, we hauled our fishing boat into town, parked it in front of our building, and commenced with a fishing and pirate mash-up theme. Most of our staff sat in the boat and gave out over 700 candy bars by way of clothes pins attached to fishing poles. They dressed in fishing or pirate clothes and sang along to sea shanties. Owner Russ Weeks swam “the waters” in an inflated shark costume and mingled with our guests. Peter McCowin made us a ten foot tall lighthouse equipped with a spinning light, and then sat in a dingy handing out over 250 non-food treats for those with food allergies or other special needs. Our guests seemed to really enjoy our unique take on the trick-or-treating!

This is one of the highlights of the year for our staff. It is a time when the public looks forward to coming to the funeral home - a time when they are happy to be there and happy to see us. This rejuvenates our staff and reminds us of what a close-knit community we live in and serve.
